


             

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Colette’s daughter-in-law is happily enjoying this wonderful moment too! For 
like the rest of us, she also has come to know that Santa, or the delightful poem 
about him, isn’t just for children alone. There was joy and love in the writing of 
it long ago, and even more today in the sharing of love, good will and a happy 
heart that this magical tale and the gift-giver himself will always inspire! 
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Vergie Riekenberg - 1927 
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      A WONDERLAND OF TOYS 

WHAT LITTLE FOLKS’ DREAMS 
ARE MADE OF!                                       

(From the Norm Huitt Collection) 

15 



16 

We have Pat 
Finnerty, our 
special roving 
photographer,     
to thank for these 
truly wonderful 
pictures. He so 
beautifully cap-
tured the spirit of        
the season and  
the magic of the 
moment in each 
and every photo! 



 

Resembling Santa himself our Historical 
Society President Norm Huitt visits with two 
guests who came to the Holiday Open House 
early and stayed for the entire afternoon. Here 
Norm is sharing the story of trolley service in 
Urbandale while holding one of his miniature 
toy trolley cars to accent the history lesson! 

In the background, seated beside the 
piano, we welcome a little Dutch lady named 
Johanna Schmitt, who we are happy to say, is   
a brand new member of our Historical Society!  
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Dan Creters and his 
mother Joyce enjoy a 
visit to the Olmsted-
Urban House office. 

In the picture on the right, 
Joyce Creters’ husband Chuck 
is eyeing a plate of cookies 
that Joyce baked for the Open 
House. Some decisions, as to 
which design to choose, can  
be difficult, especially when 
one knows that each and 
every cookie is super tasty! 
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A few familiar faces (like Will 
Page center and Joyce Creters 
with son Dan, also at right) 
came to choose their treats, 
along with new friends with 
whom we are yet to become 
better acquainted. 

Everyone enjoyed Beth Haigh’s beautiful  
centerpieces on the table and the buffet. 
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May you always 
believe in 

THE MAGIC OF 
CHRISTMAS 

     and the man who 
helped                
Santa 

The Norm Huitt 
Family 

Norm, Faith               
and “Santa” too! 

(Daughter Amanda 
Reedy came all the way 

from Cedar Rapids to 
play Santa and warm 
the hearts of the little 

ones.) 

 

    Carol Lee Riekenberg 
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May you always believe in  

THE MAGIC OF     
CHRISTMAS 

 

and the man who helped 
Santa 

“make it happen” 


